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SOMERSET COUNTY ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH ASSESSMENT AND
IMPROVEMENT PLAN

Somerset County Department of Health
September, 2004

I. PURPOSE:

To establish environmental health performance standards and environmental
assessment for the control of air pollution, solid waste, noise, hazardous
substances, and water pollution, so that future plan amendments can effectively
work towards improving the environmental quality of the County of Somerset.

II. AUTHORITY:

The Somerset County Board of Chosen Freeholders created the Somerset
County Health Department pursuant to N.J.S.A. 26:3A2-1 et seq.; to provide
limited Environmental Health Services throughout the county.

The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection has delegated the
Somerset County Department of Health (SCDH) as the certified local health
agency for the County of Somerset. The County Environmental Health Act
(CEHA), N.J.S.A. 26:3A2-21, gives the SCDH, as the certified local health
agency for the County of Somerset, power and authority to enforce applicable
Environmental Statutes and Administrative Codes.

County Environmental Health Standards of Administrative Procedure and
Performance, N.J.A.C. 7:IH, are regulations authorizing and requiring the
Somerset County Department of Health to take action in specific areas of
environmental health.

III. DUTIES AND POWERS:

The Somerset County Department of Health and its certified subcontracting
agencies investigate citizen complaints and provide public information and
citizen education services in all matters concerning environmental health.  The
SCDH monitors the various State statutes, rules and regulations concerning
environmental health and reports any violations of said statutes, rules and
regulations to the NJDEP for enforcement. The SCDH gathers evidence of said
violations as required and provides witnesses for any resultant court action as
needed.  The SCDH may maintain an action in a court of competent jurisdiction
against any other person to enforce, or to restrain the violation of any statute,
regulation or ordinance which is designed to prevent or minimize pollution,
impairment or destruction of the environment as provided in the Environmental
Rights Act, N.J.S.A. 2A:35A-1 et-seq.
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IV. PROGRAM GOALS

In order to assess the impact of the various CEHA environmental compliance
programs within Somerset County, clear goals must be established and relevant
indicators identified.  The following goals, indicators and key issues will
improve the quality of life for residents of Somerset County.

PERSONELL

The staff of the Somerset County Health Department consists of a Health
Officer, a Registered Environmental Health Specialist, an Office Manager, Chief
of Enforcement, Senior Inspector, Epidemiologist, Public Health Educator,
LINCS Coordinator, Administrative Assistant, and Information Technologist.

EQUIPMENT

The equipment that is utilized by the Somerset County Health Department is as
follows: three 4x4 trucks, one sedan, three GPS units (two hand held units and
one back pack unit) GIS supporting software and plotter; three point and shoot
cameras, one digital camera; eight Nextel radio/telephones, one noise meter
(certified).

Goal: Clean Air

The air throughout the state will be healthful to breathe, and air pollutants will
not damage our forests, land and water bodies.

Indicators

Somerset County has a combined total of 415 minor source facilities, gas
stations and dry cleaners requiring inspections.  In 2003 Somerset County
Health Department and its certified subcontracting agencies inspected 48
facilities. In addition, 20 air pollution complaints were investigated.
Approximately 40% of the County's CEHA activity is dedicated to air pollution
control work.

Key Issues

Somerset County residents are concerned about air pollution related to
industrial, commercial/retail, and agriculture activity.  Accordingly, Somerset
County Health Department and its certified subcontracting agencies must be
able to respond to these concerns.  Our combined staff will attend training
seminars, etc. in order to respond to these problems effectively. The CEHA
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Grant will help enable Somerset County Health Department to reduce incidences
of air pollution occurring in Somerset County, and pay part of the salaries of
staff involved in air pollution activities.

The most practical use of the SCDH GIS will be used to spacially locate
facilities or structures related to this program and append relevant data when
available.

Goal: Clean and Plentiful Water

Somerset County rivers, lakes and streams will be fishable, swim able and
support healthy ecosystems.  Surface and ground water will be a clean source of
water.  Somerset County residents will have safe drinking water.

Indicators

Somerset County Health Department and its subcontracting agencies investigate
approximately 200 water pollution complaints per year.   These water systems
are inspected as required under the CEHA contract and enforcement action
against violators are initiated as needed.  In 2003, 19 PNC non-transient systems
and 4 PNC transient systems were inspected.

Local health departments inspect all installations of private wells and septic
systems.  The combined inspections by local health departments for wells and
septic systems are over 1200 per year.

Local health departments monitor public pool and lake bacterial test results
weekly. Facilities that have failing test results are directed to close until a
satisfactory public pool/bathing lake water test result is obtained.  There are 127
public pools and one public bathing lake in the County. Over 590 private well
water samples are collected by local health departments and sent to certified
testing laboratories for analysis.  The results of the analysis are sent to the owner
of the well tested with suggestions for corrective action included in the
correspondence.  The range of failure of these wells is between 1% and 60% and
this varies widely by municipality.

Key Issues

Somerset County residents are concerned about having sufficient quantities of
clean ground water and surface water for consumption and recreational
purposes.  Accordingly, Somerset County Health Department and its certified
subcontracting agencies must be able to respond to these concerns.
Approximately 50% of Somerset County’s work is dedicated to the water
program.   The CEHA Grant will help enable Somerset County Health



4

Department to reduce incidences of water pollution occurring in the County
through facility inspections and complaint investigations. Our combined staff
will attend various training seminars pertaining to water pollution control and a
portion of the CEHA Grant will be utilized to pay staff involved in water
pollution control activities.

The most practical use of the SCDH GIS will be used to spacially locate
facilities or structures related to this program and append relevant data when
available. SCDH hosted training for all its subcontractors in the year 2002.

Private Wells Sampling Program

Since the passing of the Private Well Sampling Law, the County of Somerset is
acting as the point agency to distribute the laboratory results to the appropriate
Health Departments. The local municipal Health Departments are responsible to
investigate and to inform the appropriate parties.

Goal: A Noise Free Environment

Somerset County residents will enjoy an environment free to unwanted and
irritating noise.

Indicator:

Somerset County Health Department employs two certified noise investigators
and a calibrated GENRAD 1565-D noise meter in order to professionally
investigate noise complaints.  While the number of noise complaints remains
low in Somerset County, the incidence of unwanted noise in the environment
has a significant impact upon the citizens subjected to it.  Accordingly, Somerset
County Health Department reacts aggressively in order to ensure the elimination
of irritating noise thereby, maintaining the quality of life Somerset County
residents deserve.

Key Issues

Somerset County residents are concerned about excessive noise that degrades
their quality of life.  Accordingly, Somerset County Health Department and its
certified subcontracting agencies must be able to respond to these concerns.
Approximately 5% of Somerset County’s work is dedicated to the noise control
program.   The CEHA Grant will help enable Somerset County Health
Department to reduce incidences of noise pollution occurring in the County
through complaint investigations. Selective staff will attend various training
seminars pertaining to noise pollution control and a portion of the CEHA Grant
will be utilized to pay staff involved in noise pollution control activities.
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The most practical use of the SCDH GIS will be used to spacially locate
facilities or structures related to this program and append relevant data when
available.

Goal:  Clean and Litter Free Environment

Somerset County will be free of litter.  Illegal dumping will be investigated and
responsible parties will be summoned to court.

Indicator

The Solid Waste Program in Somerset County is an important and significant
part of our delegated CEHA activities.  In 2003, Somerset County Health
Department staff initiated 105 investigations concerning various solid waste
violations.  These investigations resulted in 65 notices of violations, 18 informal
settlement conferences, and $23,500 in penalties was collected from responsible
parties. Additionally, Somerset County’s one privately owned transfer station
was inspected monthly and found to be in compliance.  The 10 closed landfills
within the County were each inspected once in 2003.  The 4 recycling centers
within the County were each inspected quarterly in 2003.  All were found to be
in compliance.

Key Issues

Somerset County residents are concerned about having a clean environment free
from litter and environmentally unsafe, solid waste disposal facilities.
Accordingly, Somerset County Health Department and its certified
subcontracting agencies must be able to respond to these concerns.
Approximately 25% of Somerset County’s work is dedicated to the solid waste
program.   The CEHA Grant will help enable Somerset County Health
Department to reduce incidences of litter, illegal dumping, improperly
maintained waste collection equipment, and improperly run solid waste facilities
within the County through facility inspections and complaint investigations. Our
staff will attend various training seminars pertaining to solid waste control and a
portion of the CEHA Grant will be utilized to pay staff involved in solid waste
control activities.

The most practical use of the SCDH GIS will be used to spacially locate
facilities or structures related to this program and append relevant data when
available.

Goal:  Safe and Healthy Communities
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Somerset County residents will be protected from health and ecological risks
from hazardous substances.

Indicator

The Somerset County Office of Emergency Management investigated 28
hazardous material incidents in 2003.  All incidents were satisfactorily abated
resulting in a 100% compliance rate.  Local health departments, fire officials,
and other municipal agencies inspect/investigate UST removal activity.
Information on the total number of tanks removed and any related
environmental incidents are not readily available.

Key Issues

Somerset County residents are concerned about the safe use, transport and
disposal of hazardous materials.  Accordingly, Somerset County Health
Department and its certified subcontracting agencies must be able to respond to
these concerns. The CEHA Grant will help enable Somerset County Health
Department to reduce the impact of hazardous material discharges occurring in
the County through facility inspections and complaint investigations. Our
combined staff will attend various training seminars pertaining HAZMAT
Preparedness and a portion of the CEHA Grant will be utilized to pay staff
involved in these activities.

The most practical use of the SCDH GIS will be used to spacially locate
facilities or structures related to this program and append relevant data when
available.

Goal:   Open and Effective Government

Encourage and develop strategic partnerships with other local, state and federal
agencies, non-profit organizations, environmental commission, general public
and the business community to address environmental issues and concerns.

Indicator

The SCDH will continue to work with the local health departments within
Somerset County as well as other non-profit organizations, environmental
associations, the business community and general public to further
environmental quality monitoring and compliance enforcement efforts. The
Somerset County Board of Chosen Freeholders will be provided with an annual
report on the effectiveness of the CEHA Program in meeting the environmental
goals mentioned above.


